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me make the experiment. I invite those who wish to see Young India
free from the curse of advertisements to help me to make the venture
a success. The Gujarati Navajivan has already demonstrated the
possibility of conducting a newspaper without advertisements soiling-
its pages. What a financial gain it would be to the contrary, if there
was for each province only one advertising medium—not a news-
paper—containing innocent unvarnished notices of things useful for
the public. But for our criminal indifference, we would decline to
pay the huge indirect taxation by way of mischievous advertisements.
Some readers who are interested in the purity of journalism recently
sent me a most indecent advertisement extracted from a well-known
newspaper. I have refused to soil the pages of Navajivan by reprodu-
cing it. Anyone turning to the advertisement sheets of even leading
journals can verify the aptness of my criticism.
"A word as to the policy of Toung India. Apart from its duty of
drawing attention to injustices to individuals, it will devote its
attention to constructive satyagraha as also sometimes cleansing
satyagraha. Cleansing satyagraha is a civil resistance where resis-
tance becomes a duty to remove a persistent and degrading injustice
such as the Rowlatt Act.9'
On page four appeared a report of his views on social service:
"The speaker at one time thought that the social service was best
known and organized in Europe. Experience had taught him other-
wise. He was of opinion that nowhere was social service treated
so much a religious duty as in India. He instanced the marvellous
manner in which the Kumbha at Hardwar was organized. The
Himalayas were a standing testimony to our organizing ability, and
our instinct for social service. Thousands of pilgrims who ascended
the Himalayas up to Jamnotri were catered for without difficulty in
a spirit of service and not of commercial gain. The matchless caste
organization was an instance of vast social service organization. The
late Sir W. W. Hunter used to say that India was remarkable for
the absence of any need of the Poor Law. Castes regulated service in
the event of disease, death and poverty. He did not wish to glorify
caste. He recognized its defects and its excesses, as it at present
existed. He merely mentioned it as an illustration to prove his
proposition that social service was recognized in India as a duty.
Unfortunately most of our old institutions had petrified. His point
was that the old institutions and methods should be prS^erly studied,

